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Parenting Musings (Senryu) 

 

All kids carry good traits 

 Children are thriving as they grow, but they don’t always grow straight. They have the 

tendency to bend easily and have dents here and there. Even when your kids seem lovable or 

unlovable, we need to maintain a heart that can love our children no matter what. Though 

they may be “imperfect,” they carry many good traits. 

 

Say goodbye to criticism and sarcasm 

 When you are scolding or praising your child, do it with a straight heart. Your child will 

be receptive only when they are aware of the mistake they have made and know why they are 

being scolded.  But when you approach your child in a degrading, rude manner, the child will 

not listen. Any criticism made without love will only discourage a child from trusting in others.  

 

Say one less, not one too many 

 Children are active and full of enthusiasm. Beginning from when they are young, they 

are not afraid to tackle something new. When they see a puddle, their first instinct is to jump 

in. If they see a pile of snow, they automatically try to climb on top. But our tendency is to yell 

out, “No!” “Watch out!” “You’re going to get dirty.” By preventing them from simply being a 

child, we are preventing them from expanding their horizons. Save your breath by saying one 

thing less, and as you practice that, you will encourage your child to stretch their wings.  

 

Hands-on lifestyle 

 Children are always looking for ways to be useful. When people appreciate their help, 

children get very excited. For that to happen there needs to be opportunities where children 

can be useful. Whether it’s cooking or repairing, we can help children find ways to be more 

hands-on and find areas where they can be useful.  

 

Parenting is not an easy task. But our task shouldn’t be manipulating our children into 

becoming something they are not, but to help them become people that know how to live a 

happy life. Once you begin to have that kind of mentality, even though our children may not 

be 100% perfect, they will grow up to become honest people with firm foundations.  

 

Lastly, a few closing words. 

“Endure suffering by finding joy in suffering” 

Above all else, my desire was that I find joy in parenting. 


